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220 The Question Box 

TENNESSEE PRISONERS AT FORT MACKINAC 

In the June numb3r of the Wisconsin Magazine of History, page 
473, in the article on Fort Mackinac there is the following: 

"At the time of the Civil War the fort had been ungarrisoned for 
some time. On May 20, 1862 a detachment of troops arrived there as 
escort for several prominent oflBcials of Tennessee who had wished to 
deliver their state to the Confederates. They were detained in honor- 
able captivity for some months at Fort Mackinac." 

Kindly give me all detailed information you can about this group 
of Tennesseans: who they were, and under what circumstances, etc., 
they were carried to Fort Mackinac. 

W. A. Pbovine 
Editor, Tennessee Historical Magazine, 

Nashville 

The Tennessee prisoners confined at Fort Mackinac in 1862 
were Gen. William G. Harding, Gen. Washington Barrows, and 
Judge Joseph C. Guild. They were Confederate sympathizers 
who had been arrested by order of Andrew Johnson, military 
governor of Tennessee. General Barrows was one of the commit- 
tee who, April 30, 1861, made an agreement with the Confederate 
government to enter into a military league. He was arrested some 
time before November 6, 1861, for on that day his application for a 
parole was denied. Joseph C. Guild, judge of the Chancery Court 
of Gallatin County, was arrested by Johnson's oflScers April 15, 
1862 on charge of treason, and brought to Nashville. The arrest 
of Gen. William G. Harding we have not discovered. He may 
have been one of the Municipal Council of Nashville, which after 
Johnson's taking possession of Nashville in March, 1862 refused to 
take the oath of allegiance to the federal government. Governor 
Johnson considered it dangerous to the Union cause to have these 
men in Tennessee and had them sent north. May 6, 1862 he 
made a protest to the federal authorities that the three prisoners, 
Barrows, Harding, and Guild, were being allowed to be visited by 
Confederate sympathizers. Secretary Stanton issued orders for 
their close custody, and arrangements were immediately made 
to take them to the fort at Mackinac. May 10, 1862 the steamer 
Illinois arrived at the island from Detroit, having on board the 
three distinguished Tennesseans and a company of Michigan mili- 
tia under command of Capt. Grover S. Wormer of Detroit (later 
colonel of the Eighth Michigan Cavalry and brevet brigadier 
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general of the United States volunteers). May 15 Captain Wor- 
mer wrote to his commanding oflScer that he had placed his 
prisoners under guard in the Mission House until quarters could 
be prepared for them at the fort. Three sets of officers' quarters 
were arranged for them. General Harding occupied the west end, 
General Barrows the middle set, and Judge Guild the set at the 
east end. Captain Wormer was reinforced late in May by another 
company of volunteers. 

Judge Guild later wrote his reminiscences and testified to the 
courtesy with which they were treated, saying that Captain Wor- 
mer was a gentleman and treated them as well as his orders 
permitted. He gives an instance of his own participation in a 
local trial of an Indian for murder, and his captor's objection to 
his practicing law while a prisoner. The prisoners applied to have 
their families join them; it does not seem, however, that this 
was permitted. 

September 10, 1862 the three Tennesseans were removed to 
Johnson's Island in Lake Erie. We have not ascertained at what 
time they were permitted to return to their homes. You will find 
the following references of use in elucidating this subject: Edwin 
O. Wood, Historic Mackinac (New York, 1918), I, 475-76; 
Jos. C. Guild, Old Times in Tennessee (Nashville, 1878), 361-65; 
Clifton P. Hall, Andrew Johnson, Military Governor of Tennessee 
(Princeton University Press, 1916); Appleton's Annual Cyclope- 
dia, 1862, articles "Nashville," and "Tennessee"; J. W. Fertig, 
Secession and Reconstruction of Tennessee (Chicago University 
Press, 1898) ; Official Records of the Civil War, series II, volume 3. 
The Johnson papers in the Library of Congress must contain more 
material on this subject. 



